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Message from  
the Editor-in-Chief

Land is the only open access journal 
covering all aspects of land science, and 
it is a pioneering platform for publishing 
on land system science. Our editorial 
board is comprised of eminent scholars. 
We publish high quality research on 
societally relevant, emerging and 
innovative topics and results in land 
system research. It is now one of the top 
land journals with a significant Impact 
Factor, and has a goal to become the 
best journal in land in the coming years. 
I strongly recommend Land for your 
best research publications for a fast 
dissemination of your research.
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Aims
Land (ISSN 2073-445X) is an international 
and cross-disciplinary, peer-reviewed, open 
access journal of land system science, 
landscape, soil and water, urban study, 
land–climate interactions, water–energy–
land–food (WELF) nexus, biodiversity 
research and health nexus, land modelling 
and data processing, ecosystem services, 
multifunctionality and sustainability etc., 
published monthly online by MDPI. It 
publishes reviews, regular research papers, 
communications, and short notes without 
restriction on the maximum length of the 
papers. Our aim is to encourage scientists 
to publish their experimental and theoretical 
research in as much detail as possible in 
order that results can be reproduced.



Scope
	- Land system science and social–

ecological system research;
	- Land/land-use/land-cover change;
	- Land management including agriculture, 

forestry, the built environment and others;
	- Landscapes, landscape design and 

landscape planning;
	- Land–climate interactions, including 

climate–biosphere–biodiversity 
interactions;

	- Land/Soil/Water Systems: the 
interconnecting networks of biological, 
chemical, and physical systems;

	- Urban contexts, urban–rural interactions 
and urban planning and development;

	- Assessment and evaluation frameworks, 
indicators, indices, methods, tools 
and approaches (ecosystem services, 
multifunctionality and sustainability);

	- The water, energy, land and food (WELF) 
nexus;

	- Land, biodiversity and health nexus;
	- Emerging technologies of data 

processing (deep learning/machine-
based learning).

Author Benefits
Open Access
Unlimited and free access for readers

No Copyright Constraints
Retain copyright of your work and free use 
of your article

Thorough Peer-Review

2024 Impact Factor: 3.2
(Journal Citation Reports - Clarivate, 2025) 

Discounts on Article Processing Charges 
(APC)
If you belong to an institute that participates 
with the MDPI Institutional Open Access 
Program

No Space Constraints, No Extra Space or 
Color Charges
No restriction on the maximum length of the 
papers, number of figures or colors

Journal Rank
JCR - Q2 (Environmental Studies) / 
CiteScore - Q1 (Nature and Landscape 
Conservation)

Coverage by Leading Indexing Services
Scopus, SSCI (Web of Science), PubAg, 
AGRIS, GeoRef, RePEc, and other 
databases

Rapid Publication
A first decision is provided to authors 
approximately 16 days after submission; 
acceptance to publication is undertaken 
in 2.4 days (median values for papers 
published in this journal in the first half of 
2025)
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