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Message from  
the Editor-in-Chief

The aim of Fossil Studies is to provide 
a new outlet for papers on all kinds of 
fossils, from all periods of Earth’s history, 
whatever approach is used. Online 
publishing, with no limit on the length 
of papers or the number of illustrations, 
should prove to be an advantage 
for authors wishing to produce long, 
well-illustrated monographs, which have 
proven so useful to palaeontological 
science. However, reliable peer-review 
and fast open access publishing, the 
hallmarks of MDPI publications, will 
also make it easier to rapidly publish 
reports of new discoveries. We hope that 
Fossil Studies will help palaeontologists, 
whatever their area of expertise, to 
disseminate the results of their research 
in the exciting field of fossil science.

Editor-in-Chief
Dr. Eric Buffetaut

Aims
Fossil Studies is an international and 
interdisciplinary peer-reviewed scientific 
journal concerning all aspects of 
palaeontology. It publishes regular research 
papers, review papers and communications 
about all groups of fossil organisms, 
from all time periods, from the earliest 
living beings to the Holocene. We aim to 
encourage all kinds of palaeontological 
publications, from short announcements 
of significant discoveries to longer 
descriptions and reviews, as well as papers 
of a more theoretical nature or discussing 
new approaches and techniques. A high 
standard of illustration will be provided, as 
it is essential for descriptive palaeontology 
papers. Comments on papers previously 
published in the journal will be welcome in 
the form of short letters.



Scope
Research fields of interest include but are 
not limited to:

	- Invertebrate palaeontology
	- Vertebrate palaeontology
	- Palaeobotany
	- Micropalaeontology
	- Descriptions of newly discovered fossil 

specimens and taxa
	- Reviews of fossil groups and their 

evolution
	- Fossil-based phylogenies
	- Functional anatomy of fossil organisms 

(including comparisons with living forms)
	- Biostratigraphy
	- Palaeobiogeography
	- Palaeoecology
	- Palaeobiology
	- Taphonomy (including experimental 

taphonomy) and fossilization
	- Trace fossils
	- Geochemistry applied to fossils
	- Ancient DNA and other biomolecules
	- Extinctions and their causes

Author Benefits
Open Access
Unlimited and free access for readers

No Copyright Constraints
Retain copyright of your work and free use 
of your article

Thorough Peer-Review

Discounts on Article Processing Charges 
(APC)
If you belong to an institute that participates 
with the MDPI Institutional Open Access 
Program

No Space Constraints, No Extra Space or 
Color Charges
No restriction on the maximum length of the 
papers, number of figures or colors

Rapid Publication
First decisions in 19 days; acceptance to 
publication in 4 days (median values for 
MDPI journals in the first half of 2025)
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